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flavour’ by Classic Arms who kindly provided this gun for evalu-
ation. Nestling in the stock beneath the two barrels is a 265mm*

brass-ended ramrod. The left barrel bears the gun’s serial number
and the wording Pedersoli, Ttaly, Black Powder Only, Cal 50 plus
Italian proof marks. Both muzzles are neatly crowned. One might
perhaps find slight fault with the inletting of the metalwork into
the stock, but to be fair this is not a hand-built sporting gun. The
stock itself appears to be walnut and has a nice grain. Happily the
furniture has not been given a shiny finish. The pistol grip is neatly
chequered.

All my previous black powder percussion handgun experience,

and [ can’t claim that to be extensive, has been with cap and ball:

revolvers. When the time came to actually shoot the howdah pis-
tol I realized that I had absolutely no idea of where to begin with
powder charges. Consequently I turned to Christiaan Kruger of
Classic Arms. Christiaan is an enthusiast and an active shooter who
can usually supply a load off the top of his head. Having shot this
gun with black powder and Sannadex he was able to recommend
loads using both propellants. He also sent me a quantity of 177gr
Hornady Lead Round Balls and some 360gr Bushveld Game Stalker
bullets. For the Hornady RB he suggested 50.0gr of FFFg and 15%
more for Sannadex, which amounted to 57.5gr. His recommended
FFFg charge for the Game Stalker bullet was 40.0gr. With Sannadex
an increase of 15% more resulted in a load of 46.0gr.

It is extremely dangerous to use black powder in a hopper-type
measure designed for nitro propellants. Smokeless powder is more
forgiving than black. If black power granules are crushed within
the feeder mechanism, there is a danger of static discharge. You
can in fact buy brass hopper chargers specifically for use with black
powder. [ prepared the charges of Wano FFFg by weighing the first
on an RCBS 5-0-5 scale and then tipping it into a very useful Tedd
Cash brass powder measure, finally adjusting the central pin until
the charge was level with the mouth of the measuring tube. Subse-
quent charges were ladled straight into the measure until the pow-
der reached the brim and then levelled of with a piece of card. The
theory was that all further charges should be of the same weight,
and so it proved. This procedure worked equally well with San-
nadex, which smells like toffee and looks like curry powder. All

charges, clearly marked, were stored in 20ml clear plastic medicine
capsule containers which T have hoarded over the years. CCI No.11
caps were used throughout.

Being set to go, but inexperienced, I called on Magnum contribu-
tor and black powder fundi Roger Ingle for assistance, who gladly
showed me the route to follow. The 177gr round balls were loaded
with an Ox-Yoke Originals Wonder Patch, pre-lubricated patches of
pure cotton which undoubtedly ease fouling and make loading eas-
ier. The 360gr Game Stalkers were hand lubricated prior to seating.

Seating a bullet or ball to the correct depth in a percussion
revolver is pretty straightforward; simply position the projectile
until it is level with or slightly below the chamber mouth. It’s a
visual thing and you can hardly go wrong. But in a double-bar-
relled howdah pistol, it is imperative not to leave an air space for
fear of ringing the barrel, or worse. However, you cannot simply
pound the ball down on the powder charge... It turns out that ‘feel’
is all important. When the first round ball was seated correctly,
Roger marked the ramrod, hence there was no doubt about future
loading. The same procedure was followed with the Game Stalker
bullet. It follows that a good ramrod is essential — don’t lose it. (In
the army of Frederick the Great, King of Prussia from 1740 to 1786,
the ramrod was considered so important that in some instances its
loss could earn the loser the death penalty.)

1. Loading powder. 2. Ramming home the
ball. Be sure that no part of your hand is cov-
ering the top of the rod. Should the charge
accidentally ignite, you may suffer serious
injury. 3. Capping; do this last of all.
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