Return of a Classic

Il I could see in front of me was the

head and deadly curved horns of

one of Africa’s most dangerous an-
imals. I had never shot a buffalo before but
| know that, when one of these critters is
giving you ‘the look’, the place to put your
bullet is the point of its nose.

The hammers of the heavy double were
back and as the brass front bead found the
vital area I squeezed the trigger. The first
shot struck the armoured boss of the mas-
sive horns but a second later the heavy bul-
let from the left barrel smashed into the
beast’s brainbox.

As a whisper of wind slowly rolled the
cloud of white smoke across the tops of the
acacias [ lowered the hot barrels and exam-
ined the gun I had just fired for the first time.
The Cape buffalo beautifully engraved on
the side plate, caused me to glance up again
at my kill. Although there was no rejoicing
from gun-bearers or backslapping from a pro-
fessional hunter, a great feeling of satisfaction
swept over me - even though my ‘dead’ buf-
falo was just a harmless cardboard cut-out.

You see, the purpose of this ‘safari’ was
to test-fire the new .72 cal African Express
from the Pedersoli range of muzzle-loaders.

By ROBIN BARKES

And I was especially thrilled about
this one. The reason? Well, in March
2006 when | wrote about the Peder-
soli Kodiak Mk3 .72 calibre double-
barrelled muzzle-loader, I suggested
that it would be wonderful to have
a special ‘African’ model - one
engraved with elephant and buffalo
instead of American creatures. To my
surprise and delight, Pedersoli actu-
ally took it up and in no time at all
I had the pleasure of examining the
first gun in the African range when I
visited Andrew Soutar at Classic Arms
in Witbank.

Now here [ was with a smoking
African Express in my hands. Alas, the
gun was not mine, but one recently
acquired by friend Justin who kindly
allowed me to use it on my ‘buffalo
hunt'. With us was Calvin with his
The Pedersoli Classic African Express
double-barrelled muzzle-loading rifle
in .72 calibre.
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Above: The three .72s used. The middle rifle
is the Kodiak model on which the African
Express is based.

Right: The writer drops a buffalo at 25 paces.
A tame feat compared to the real thing.

African Express and Mike with his Kodiak
Madel — both .72s thus providing me with
back-up aplenty. All three guns had been
loaded up by their owners each using their
own favourite bullets.

In the days of the first big game hunters
there were some who preferred the round
ball and some who claimed the pointed con-
ical to be better. There was one thing they
all agreed on however — African animals
were very hard to kill. It is unfortunate that
in their journals the old hunters refer to all
projectiles as ‘balls’ and seldom, if ever, give
other details. Samuel Baker seemed to prefer
conicals because they shot straighter over
longer distances. Perhaps this applied only
to his smaller bore guns because I think he

Left: Loading up with loopers. An experiment that did not work.
Right: A right and left (arrowed) using the 545gr round ball. The top-

most shot was the result of a hangfire.
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would have used a patched round ball in
the monster 4-bore he called his ‘baby’.
Selous began his elephant hunting career
using muzzle-loaders that took a four ounce
round ball in front of what he described as
a ‘handful of trade powder’. With these
guns he killed 78 elephant but not once
do I recall him describing the lubricating
grease or patching material used. [ remem-
ber reading of a hunter in the early 1800s
saying that he preferred the conical bullet
because, although it was heavier than a

round one, it used less powder and its very
weight gave it more penetrative power.
However, he warned about using conicals
with a thin-walled hollow base because he
felt the expansion of the skirts could not
be relied on to be even and accuracy would
suffer. The same writer also claimed the
pointed bullet penetrated an elephant’s
‘elastic’ skin better. However, one advan-
tage of a hardened round ball was that it
never made contact with the metal of the
barrel — it was always wrapped in lubricated
material that bit into the rifling or provided
a ‘gasket’ in a smooth-bore. Hollow-based
conical bullets had to be soft to allow the
skirt to flare and grip the rifling. The heavy
conical I use in my 6-bore
muzzle-loader easily drops
down the barrel without
the use of a ramrod. If the
giant slug wasn't made
of pure lead the accuracy
would be woeful.

I wanted to try both
round balls and pointed
conicals as well as buck-
shot in a Pedersoli African
Express. So while | took pic-
tures Justin stoked up the
barrels using 545gr round
balls wrapped in lubricated patches. The
powder charge was, at that stage 70gr of Fig.
We had put up the life-size cardboard bui-
falo head only 20 or so paces away from the
shooting mark to simulate a beast bursting
out of the thicket from ambush.

Taking up my position I raised the rifle
and hollered ‘here it comes’ as I pulled the
trigger. The cap snapped and a totally agoniz-
ing, empty silence hovered for what seemed
like forever before the explosion shattered the
silence. That first, crucial, shot was a hang-




WANTED!! LM RIFLES AND COLLECTABLE FIREARMS
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CLASSIC ARMS...

~ SPECIALIST DEALERS IN FINE COLLECTABLES & CLASSIC FIREARMS
“MAII ORDER A SPECIALITY™

GRS

7 GLADIOLA ST. WITBANK 1035/ TEL: 013-656-2923 / FAX: 013-656-1835

MODERN RIFLES

21/410 CBC R 1650.00
JAlHormet  BSA Bolt R 1950.00
JIlHomet  Sportco - Scoped R 1250.00
DHomet  Lithgow R 350000
J2IREM  Krico - ScopedsSilencer R 1750.00
J1IREM Sako - Fullstock Scoped R 450000
JIREM  Zastava New R 597500
JBREM  BRNO R 3750.00
JIREM  Bisley New R 2950.00
13-150 Classic RSA New R 7500.00
6mmMUSG  Lee Enfield Sporter R 2495.00
243Win Winchester Pre-64 M70 Scoped R 6 750.00
243Win Whitworth Scoped R 1750.00
243Win Winchester 5/Auto R 1750.00
243Win Musgrave Scoped R 21150.00
25-06 Classic RSA Thumbhole New R 8500.00

65K54mm  Mannlicher-Schonaver
270Win Weatherby Vangaurd New
1T0Win Sako Deluxe

IT0Win Steyr-Mannlicher Scoped
170Win Mauser

TXSTmm Mauser

TX5Tmm  Mauser B-Type

TASTmm Heym

TXSTmm BSA Hunter

TX64mm  Mauser

TmmMag  Ruger M7T

7.62039mm  Bisley Bushranger New
J08Win Mauser M98 Target
3J08Win Mauser Sporter

J08Win Mannlicher-Schonauer
J08Win BSA

6500.00
6760.00
10 950.00
& 500.00
4500.00
1950.00
7500.00
1950.00
4 500.00
3750.00
4750.00
1950.00
1975.00
3500.00
6500.00
4500.00

mMmETENITOI DD XIODIDD

MOST OF US DREAM ABOUT A HUNT WITH A (CLASSIC [DOUBLE
RIFLE, WITH ALL THE NOSTALGIA, FEEL AND SMELL OF THE OLD

WORLD. BUT MOST CANNOT AFFO

RD R100 000...

INOW YOU CAN MAKE YOUR DREAM COME TRUE, WITH A (CLASSIC
PEDERSOLI AFRICAN EXPRESS [DOUBLE FROM ONLY R13 350...
IN CAL. .50, 54, 58 AND .72

"LLIVE YOUR DREAM"

MUZZLF ISXOADERS ~ NO FIREARM LICENSE REQUIRED!

® DAVIDE PEDERSOLI

PEDERSOLI Rifles

.36 Frontier Carbine

.45 Gibbs Target

.45 Tryon Match

.50 Scout

.50/.54/.58 African Express Double
.72 African Express Double
.50 Country Hunter

50 Kentuc!

12Ga Side/Side Shotgun
10Ga Siside Shotgun

20Ga S/Side Shotgun

12Ga SiSide Shotgun “Slug”
12Ga Shotgun Kit

12Ga Extra Barrel for Kodiak
10Ga Extra Barrel for Kodiak
12Ga Mortimer Shotgun
45Perc Mortimer Whitworth
.72 African Express - Delux
.50Perc Tryon Rifle

PEDERSOLI Pistols
A5perc Navy Moll
.45flint Navy Moll
.50perc Kentucky
.50flint Kentucky

Rirican Express Double now available
with African side plates!!

R 7950.00
R17 650.00
R14 470.00
R 6 555.00
R13 300.00
R13750.00
R 3 495.00
R 6150.00
R 9020.00
R 9 455.00
R 8990.00
R 9080.00
R 7900.00
R 5150.00
R 5650.00
R12 500.00
R14 295.00
R15450.00
R 9720.00

S0perc Kentucky Maple

S0perc Kentucky Kit

S0flint Kentucky Kit

S50flint Queen Anne

50flint Queen Anne (Brass)

.58flint Harper's Ferry
ARDESA Rifles

AS5perc Kentucky

Asflint Kentucky

A5perc Buckskinner

.S0perc Deerhunter 1-48" twist

R 5370.00
R 2580.00
R 2900.00
R 3 570.00
R 3 570.00
R 5075.00

R 4720.00
R 5150.00
R 3275.00
R 3200.00

.50perc Hawken Woodsman 1-48"twist R 4 295.00

451 Hawken Match 1-20"
451 Hawken Creedmore 1-20"
EURDARMS

451 Whitworth Military Target 36"

.451 Volunteer 2-Brand Alex Henry

.45 Buffalo Hunt Carbine 26"

.50 Hawken

.50 Hawken Flintlock

.54 Hawken

.58 Enfield 1858 2-Band 33"

.58 1861 Enfield Musketoon 24"
DELHI GUN HOUSE

.T5cal. Brown Bess Flintlock

.T5cal. Charleville Musket

58cal. Enfield Musket

.68cal. Manton Flintlock Pistol

.53cal. Scottish Murdock Pistol

Blunderbuss

R 7 150.00
R 9200.00

395.00
995.00
995.00
050.00
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THE “CLASSIC M 98".
CLASSIC ARMS NOW OFFERS A HAND-FINISHED SEMI-
CUSTOM HUNTING RIFLE BUILT ON THETIME - PROVEN
M98 MAUSER ACTION.GLASS-BEDDED, INDIVIDUALLY
HAND-FINISHED & SABS PROOF-TESTED,THE “CLASSIC”
OFFERS OUTSTANDING VALUE FOR MONEY IN CALIBERS
.22-250 THROUGH TO .500 JEFF

STANDARD CALIBERS SYNTHETIC STOCKS -R6500
STANDARD CALIBERS WALNUT STOCKS - R7500
MAGNUM CALIBERS SYNTHETIC STOCKS - RB950
MAGNUM CALIBERS WALNUT STOCKS - R9950
NON-STANDARD CALIBERS - PO.R.
CUSTOM OPTIONS AVAILABLE INCLUDING
THUMBHOLE STOCKS

JOEWin Remington 700 R 4500.00
J0BWin Gibbs R 450000
JOBWin Voere R 3950.00
30-06 BSA Monarch R 4500.00
30-06 M98 FN Full stock R 3750.00
30-06 N R 5500.00
30-06 FN-Mauser Sporter R 2950.00
30-06 Remington 700 - New R 7500.00
303BR BSA Sporter Scoped R 2950.00
8X57Tmm  Mauser R 3500.00
BX57Tmm BRNO Mod 10 R 4500.00
BX57Tmm  Husqvarna R 1500.00
BX60mm  Mauser B-Type R 8500.00
8X60mm  BRNO Mod 20 R 4500.00
J50Mag  Remington R 6500.00
9mm Mannlicher-Schonauer R 5500.00
JT5Win Lee Sparter R 3500.00
JTSHEH Interarms R 6500.00
Al6Righy  Classic M98 Mag - New R 38 500.00
A5-710 Pedersoli Double Rifle - NE R 43175.00
A5031/47  Westley - Richards F/5on R 38500.00
A58Mag  BSA R 7500.00
AGOWEA  Weatherby MK V R 13500.00
ATONE Chapuis Double Rifle - New R105 000.00
LEVER ACTIONS

1IHP Savage Mod 98 R 2150.00
2505AY Savage Mod 98 R 1150.00
30-30 Winchester M94 R 3500.00
30-30 Marlin R 3500.00
J5TMag Rossi R 1975.00
375Win Winchester M54 R 3850.00
A5Colt Winchester M94 R 13950.00

Mannlicher”
Factory Appointed
Distributor
Contact us for prices

Artillery of
the Anglo-
Boer War
by Lionel
Crook
Edited by
Ron Bester

R575.00




Three East Cape frontiersmen pour out over 4600gr of lead just like the

fire and the ball flew high. However, the shot
from the left barrel struck the white disc I had
stuck on the head to indicate the brain. This
incident although only ‘play-play’
showed why the most desirable
gun for hunting dangerous game
in Africa has always been the fast-
firing big bore double rifle.

While the other fellows got to
shooting their guns we loaded up
again. This time using a conical
Minie-type bullet with three wide
grease-grooves. This bullet is a
bit heavier than the 770-grainer
I had used when test-firing the
Kodiak last year. Cast from an
imported mould, the heavy slug
could be quickly seated with a
blow from the heel of the hand
then driven home with a ramrod.
As usual the grooves were lubricated before
being firmly seated on top of the powder.

The test was mostly to see if I could put
two quick shots into a charging buffalo at
close range. Secretly, my overimaginative
and romantic nature added to the scene a
flaxen-haired khaki-clad damsel cringing
behind my protective broad shoulders as
the fierce beast came snorting through
the dust and flying foliage. The first bul-
let, again flew high and struck the heavy
boss but was followed instantly, almost, by
the second thumb-size lump of lead that
scrambled its brain. Through the smoke
and terror of this jungle hell I felt the
blonde’s hand slip around - OK, OK back
to the real world Barkes.

To make things a bit more interesting
we placed 2-litre plastic bottles filled with
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Below: Justin with the hartebeest taken with
his African Express. A single ball exploded the
tough animal’s heart.

water at various ranges in the open patches
on the sloping ground in front of us and the
men were blowing these to bits with their

.72s. | tried an increased load of 140gr of
powder and put a ball into the instant kill
area of the buffalo with the right barrel and
exploded a water bottle with the left.

Next came an experiment to see how
the shallow rifling would handle buckshot,
On top of 80gr of powder went a card wad
followed by a felt wad and eighteen SG pel-
lets sealed off with another card wad. This
charge was fired at a normal cardboard box
at 25 paces and would you believe it - not
one single pellet struck the target. The shal-
low rifling was just enough to send the
loopers spiralling out like a leaden whirl-
wind hitting everything but the target it
was aimed at.

That ended the experiment using the
.72 as a Cape gun with one barrel loaded
with bullet and the other with shot; but
one day I will try again using a 12g plas-
tic shot cup to hold the charge together.
Incidentally, Pedersoli do make a .50 and
.58x12g combination muzzle-loader that
replicates the traditional Cape gun or lion
gun as it was sometimes called by East Cape
frontiersmen. Whether these combination
barrels would fit the African Express frame [
don’t know; but what [ will tell you (with a
tear in my eye) is that the .72s barrels won't
fit my Pedersoli 12g shotgun frame because
I tried it with Mike’s set of spare barrels.

The African Express just breathes old
Africa and, like all Pedersoli products, is
superbly built. Weighing 10'/z pounds, the
overall length is 42" and the 25'/:" barrels
are fitted with two sets of fully adjustable
back sights. The reason for this is that, to
contain costs, the barrels are not regulated
so each needs its own sight. The wood, dark
walnut with chequered wrist and
forearm, is absolutely beauti-
ful and combines well with the
browned barrels to provide a
super frame to highlight the side-
plates, engraved on one side with
buffalo and on the other with
elephant. The rifle comes with
nipples that take the small size
11 caps but thick fingered shoot-
ers who find these too fiddly can
change them for nipples that take
the larger musket ‘top hat’ caps.
This is a good idea and I would do
the same if I owned one of these
classics. However, a common cap-
per makes it faster and easier if the
smaller caps are used - even a home-made
leather one does the trick.

Although the sling attachments are of
excellent quality, I could do without them.
I feel they break the lines of the gun, and
I don't believe the old hunters ever used
slings because they could catch on some-
thing. After a lifetime in the bush, I can say
that “anything that can catch, will catch”
and, in accord with Murphy's Law, it will
happen at the very worst time of all.

One of the African guns on this safari
had historically correct browned barrels,
the other’s were deeply blued - so you have
a choice - a beautiful one either way.

About those dual sights: on my Kodiak
.45/70 breech-loader, I set the rear one to
accommodate both barrels at close range.
This puts the bullets only an inch or two



apart when hunting bushpig or anything
in thick bush. There is no reason why this
cannot be done with an African Express
— all it requires is some thinking and then
burning a bit of powder at the range.
Everything, of course, depends on what
distance the average shots will be taken.
(Two inches apart at 20 paces will be a heck
of a lot further apart at 60 paces and off the
map at 100 plus.) The .72 calibre barrels
have six shallow grooves between wide
lands with a slow twist of 1 in 86". The
makers suggest the optimum load to be
80gr of Ffg behind a .715" patched round
ball that would weigh about 545gr. | have
recently made up a complete set of loading
ingredients from Bushveld Muzzle Loading
Supplies for one of my guns. This includes
balls, bullets, patches, card and felt wads
plus lubricant, so the owner of a new Af-
rican Express will get everything he needs
by phoning them at 083-454-6742.

Once the first visiting big game hunters
realized they needed much more powerful
rifles than they used to hunt wild boar and
stag in Europe, they hit a problem. They
discovered that bullets from large bore rifles
stripped across the rifling when the pow-

The ball on its greased patch ready to be

driven in by the short starter.

der charge was increased; but without the
necessary velocity the heavy bullets used
in their 10- to 4-bore rifles were useless.
Therefore the choice, of some, was the hefty
smoothbore taking a heavy charge that
gave tremendous velocity but only at close
range. They could also opt for a smaller
bore, rifled gun that was more accur-
ate at longer ranges and sacrifice the brute
power needed to stop a charging rhino. The
problem was solved when a compromise
was reached and deep two-groove rifling

FEDERAL

AMMUNITION

AFFORDABLE QUALITY

Tel: +27 (12) 664 - 7793/4
Fax: +27 (12) 664 - 7795
E-mail: info@formalito.co.za
Website: www.formalito.co.za

FORMALITO

appeared. These guns took the winged, the
conical, or the belted ball with protrusions
that fitted into the grooves and could take
a really heavy charge of powder without
stripping. Accuracy was also reasonable and
150 yard shots could be taken.

Purdy built a 2-groove gun like this for
Sir George Gore and as they became pop-
ular Purdy soon produced others of this
type giving them the name ‘Express Train’.
Since then (1856) the word ‘Express’ has
come to signify a rifle possessing a long
point-blank range and low trajectory. How-
ever, although I refer to the .72 double as
an ‘Express’ [ do so only because the name
suits a gun so big and powerful; but it can-
not be considered a long range weapon
- no double rifle is.

The double rifle appeared when hunt-
ers realized the frequent need for a fast
second shot - vital if they wanted to live
long enough to tell tales of their adven-
tures. So today, long after the sun has set
on the glory days of old Africa, we can,
thanks to the Pedersoli people, still enjoy
stepping back in time to shoot and hunt
with a muzzle-loading legend - the African
Express double rifle. [

The Leader in Rimfire
Ammunition and Primers

RCBS

| RELOADING ACCESSORIES

@C/

GUNS & PRE-CHARGED AIR RIFLES

VAL

IGUN CLEANING KITS

CHRONOGRAPHS

P.O. Box 4149, Pretoria,
0001, South Africa

1019 Pretorius Ave, Lyttelton
Manar, 0157, South Africa
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